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2 AMERICAN WOMEN DIE
WHEN LINER LACONIA
IS SUNK BY SUBMARINE

18,000-TON SHIP |Federal Clerks Win Victory

- TORPEDOED OFF
IRELAND COAST

Giant Vessel Sent to Bottom
Without Warning by Teu-
ton U-Boat.

CARGO WORTH MILLIONS

Carried Supplies and Munitions to
Britain—Largest Steamer Sunk
Since the Lusitania.

London, Feb. 26—The Cunarder
Laconia, carrying twenty-seven Amer-
icans—seven passengers and twenty
among the crew—was sunk without

ing by a German submarine off
the Irish coast last night.

The Laconia, an 18,099-ton vessel,
is the largest single victim of unre-
stricted submarine warfare since its in-
augural February 1.

She was en route from New York
for Liverpool, having left New York
February 18. She carried five thou-
sand sacks of United States mail.

CARGO VALUABLE.

Her cargo was of inestimable im-
"portance to Great Britain just now. It

vas entirely consigned to the British!

government. Included in it were

40,000 bushels of wheat, 2 cases

of brass nfle cartridges u b
2,843 bales of cotton, 1,408 cases of
fruit, 1,000 bars of silver, and 900
tons of staple provisions.

The Laconia was equipped with
one gun aft, the regulation 4.7 piece,
mounted on all Cunard liners.

She was manned by British offi-
cers and a British crew.

Her captain is W, D. R. Irvine.
The attack took place at 10 o'clock
last night.

Only meager advices have been
permitted to come through by the
British admiralty, but it is known
that one life was lost. Whether this
an American or not is not
known.

This message was received at the
New York office of the Cunard Line
from Liverpool:

“We regret to state Laconia sunk
last night by torpedo.

“But one casualty reported.”

Carried 5,000 Mall Bags,

It was stated at the Cunard offices this
afternoon that the Laconia carried 5.000
bags of mall. She also carried $1,000,000
in securities for J. P. Morgan and Com-

pany, which are belleved to Ilnrg been
loat.

The Americans aboard were:

Floyd P. Gibbons, Chicago; Mrs. F. G.
Harris, New York: A. C. Kirby, Bane-
bridge, N. Y.. Rev. John Waring, Miss
Phyllls Barker, New York: Mrs. Mary
R. and Elizabeth Hoy, Chicago.

The Laconla ig Ythe biggest passenger-
carrying liner sunk since the Lusitania
s sent down In May, 1915, The Lusi-
tania was also a Cunarder.

Other passengers were:

Lucien J. Jerome and walet, British
charge d'affaires at Quito. Ecuador; John
B. Newman. British subject, Belmont, M.
Y.: Rev. 8.. Dunstan Sargent, British,
Rernardo. West Indies; Charlea . Woed,
British, Sydney, Australia; Rev. J. C.
Downingz, Britlash, Bydney: J. 8 Fother-
Ington. British, Sydney: Miss Mitzle Si-
losl, British, New York: Russell D.
Bradshaw., Henry George Boston, Mra.

was

As Senate Agrees to Raise

Federal and District employes won
their greatest victory—one that brings
them within sight of the promised
goal—when the Senate last night
voted, 33 to 22, to recede from their
disagreement with the House and ac-
cept the five and ten per cent graded
increases of the lower branch.

Since November 20, The Washing-
ton Herald has been advocating the
necessify of granting some measure
of relief to Federal and District em-
ployes from the high cost of living
through increased salaries. Both Sen-
ate and House have agreed the cause
was just, but they have been in ap-
parent hopeless disagreement as to
the degrece of reliefi that would be
given.

La Follette Makes Plea,

The compromise affected puts $36,000,000
into the pockets of Federal and District
employes annually, and was accomplished
after a masterful speech by Senator La
Follette, who urged that the Senate back
down In its insistence on the Smoot
amendment and accept the terms of the
House.

For days House and Senate have been
degdlocked as to the terms of the in-
crease. The House has |nsisted on 10 per
cent increases for employes up to and
Including the $1,200 grade and 5 per cent
for employea between $1,200 and $1,500,
The 8moot amendment provided Increases
of 15 per cent for those receiving $480 a
vear or less and 10 per cent for those be-
tween $480 and $1,000,

Decide to Compromine,

When the Indian conference blll was
brought into the Senate last night it was
found that the Senate conferees, consist-
Ing of Benators Ashurst, Norris and

How the Senate Voted
To Give Increased Pay

The vote on the conference re-
port on the Indian bill, which in-
cludes the House provisions for
salary increase was as follows:

Yeas—Democrats, Ashurst, Cham-
berlain, Hollls, Hustin, -Lea
(Tenn.), Martine, Myers, Owen,
Phelan, Pittman, Pomerene, Rans-
dell, BSheppard, Thompson, and
Walsh, 15; Republicans, Brady,
Brandegee, Catron, Clapp, Clark,
Cummins, Curtis, Fall, Gronna,
Jones, La Follette, McLean, Nor-
ris, Page, Penrose, Smith (Mich.),
Sterling, and Warren, 18; total, 33,

Nays—Bryan, Fletcher, Hitch-
cock, Hughes, James, Johnson (8.
D.), Lane, Martin, Overman, Reed,
Robinson., Saulsbury, Bhafroth,
8hields, S8immons, Stone, Swanson,
Thomas, Underwood, and Varda-
man, 20; Republicans, Kenyon and
Weeks, 2; total, 22

e —
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Clapp, had decided to compromise and

accept the House provision. The House
conferees, who remained firm for the
five and ten per cent graded incr

FOOD BLAGKLIST |
LOWERS PRIGES;
RIOTS CONTINUE

Wholesalers in New York|

PRESIDENT’S ADDRESS
'BEWILDERS CONGRESS
AND DIVIDES OPINION

et

Face Ruin—Women Re-

fuse to Buy.
GROCER MAKES THREAT

Day Marked by Serious Qutbreaks in
Various Parts of Metropolis.
Rabbi Mobbed.

(By the Intermationn]l News Serviee.)
New York, Feb. ¥.—Closing 2 kosher
slaughtering houses and strict observanoce
of the food boycott by grocers today did
not prevent rioting with stones, garbage
and ash cans as weapons. A rabbl who
preached against the boycott was mob-
bed in hiy synagogue while one detective
heild the crowd at his revolver's point

demoralized.

Twenty-five arresly were mounud‘\py
the Anti-High Price League. Mrs. Ida
Harrls, president of the Mothers' Vigl-
lant League, led paraders with a “starva-
tion" banner, while mass meetings were
held throughout the eity.

Tomorrow, Mrs. Harris announced, she
will lead the school children to city hall
with a sign “We don't want rice. We
won't live ke Chinamen.'

Wholesale dealers could disp of no
live, and little dressed, poultry at any
price. Beventy-three car loads of chick-
ens congested the yards and 130 cars are
on their way here, although there Is
slight ch of dis g of even a frac-

were Stephen, of Texas, Carter, of Okla-
homa, and Campbell. of Kansas.

The roll-call on agreeing to the con-
ference report on the compromise showed

tional amount. Potatoes could not be sold
while onlons were reported to have drop-
ped from 17 cents a pound retail to 6
Eanu. Women picketed the slaughter

fifteen Democrats and eight publl-
cans supporting the conferees. Against
them were twenty Democrats and two
Republicans.

In his speech BSenator LaFollette de-
clared that the tacit agreement was that
the Increases writien Into the Indlan bill
would be accepted by conferees on other
supply bills as the standard.

Senator LaFollette made =

CONTINUED ON PAGE TWO.

vigorous

DELAY DRY BILL

International Crisis Pos
Prohibition Measure Action.

Tenseness of the international crisis
may delay until tomorrow consideration
of the Sheppard bill making the District
“dry."

With the stage all set for a bitter Aght
and tho machinery of both sides being
olleq for a prolonged clinch, the Presi-
dent upset all plans by the dellvery of
his ge on the submarine situation.

The indications last night were that
the fight of the “wets"” and “drys" will
be deferred until Wednesday, particular-
ly if a special rule is sought to make
an armed neutrality bill privileged.

Add Forty Amendments,

The District Committes held Iits last
meeting on the Sheppard bill yesterday.
It added some # amendments, most of
them minor in character and many
changing the verblage of the measure.
Among them was one amending the date
And another prevents the sale of alcohol
for manufacturing and scientific purposes
where it Il a by-product of some legiti-
mate food product.

The 4 imendments, If & prolonged fill-
buster {s attempted by the  ‘“wets"
would enable them to talk on the bill
and ita amendments for 29 hours unless
the gag rule is applied.

It ia understood., however, that if the
“bone dry" and the referendum)amend-
ment are defeated that the opposition to
the passage of the blll will be perfuntory
and designed to finally place memberg on
record before a vote on the bilL

Will Defeat Referendum,

One of the “wets'’ on the District Com-
mittee, who is a strong opponent of the
Sheppard bill, sald The Herald re-
porter last night: “We will be licked on
the referendum clause by a margin of
fifty votes and we will be licked on the
bill unless the proposed filibuster is more
successful than I anticipate. It Is the
most outrageous thing that has been
pushed Lhrough this session of Congress,
and the prohibitionists will have to shoul-
der responsibility for stifling government
by the people.”

The principal fight will rome on offering
House bill 21022, known as the Gallivan

CONTINUED ON PAGE THREE.

BOY RESCUES SISTER
FROM POSSIBLE DEAT

Elton King, 14-vear-old son of William
F. King. 1910 Seventeenth street south-
east, Is a hero in his household. Yester-
day morning he probably saved his 6
year-old sister Alice from severe burn-
Ing or death by flames.

Elton was combing his hair near a gas

-{Jet when the comb became ignited. The

lad hurled the flaming comb from him
Iinto the folds of a lace curtaln, which at
once blazed up.

He rushed to a bed In the room and
grabbing his little sister in his arms car-
ried her to safety. The lad then ran to
the box at the corner and turned in an
ularm. When the fire department arriv-
ed on the scene the boy's father had ex-
tinguished the blaze.

.| Mrs. Woodrow Wilson’s Siitur

Dies Suddenly at Roanoke

Roanoke, Va., Feb. 26 —Mrs. M. 0
Maury, sister of Mrs. Woodrow Wilson,
died suddenly here today at § p. m. She
had been In her good health
and no threat of danger had been In

The White H and M

® House rs. Ma
brother,. R. W. Bolling, of W o iy
were immediately notified of the death.
The date of the funeral has not yet been
announced. but it is expected that the
day and hour will be adjusted to meet
the wishes of the President and Mrs
Wilson, who will attend, .

BIG ALLIED GAIN

Four Towns Fall to British

* Without Real Struggle.
Bprcial Cabia 0 The Washington Herald

London, Feb, 2%.—The greatest gain of
territory since the battle of the Marne,
with its terrible sacrifices of troops,
just been achieved by the British—
with practically no losses. Field Marshal
Sir Douglas Haig's men now have Ba-
paume almost within their grasp, The
troops of the Crown Prince Rupprecht
have abandoned a sectlon of territory of
probably slx square miles extent.

Retirement by the Germans from Ba-
paume, an important strategic point, is
now predicted. For two years Britlsh
troops have pounded unceasingly toward
this position.

One week ago the British drove for-
ward northwest of Le Sars and near
Petit Miraumont. At that time it was
pointed out that the Germans' strate-
gic position after this fresh British
advance was such that a retreat was
likely, Tt was not expected that the
retreat would be carried out without
& desperate effort by the enemy to
straightdn out the “kink™ in the line
put there by the advance of Febru-
ary 17.

Dispatches today indicated a with-
drawal with hardly a blow struck. A
few machine gun squads were left,
with snipers, to harass the advancing
forces, but these were quickly stilled.
The full extent of the retirement has
not yet been revealed by recomnoit-
ing parties. Preliminary |nformation,
however, discloses that British forces
are npow within four miles of Bapaume.

Butte de Warlencourt, of bloody mem-
ory, Serre, Pys, Miraumont and Petit
Miraumont—all are in British hands. All
have witnessed some of the most bloody
fighting on the western front.

-
Just how far back Crown Prince Rup-

precht has drawn his lines has not been
revealed, but hundreds of alrpl are
aloft on the Picardy front, endeavoring
to locate the new Teutonie defense, Un-
til they report the Britlsh themselves will
not know the extent of the retirement.

WAS ON SUNKEN LINER
FRIENDS AWAIT NEWS

The many friends of Floyd E. Gibbons,
a native of Boutheast Washington, who
was a passenger aboard the torpedoed
Cunard liner Laconla, anxiously awaited
news from him last night.

Matilda M. Phillips, of 1400 W street
northwest, a relative of Mr. Gibbons,
had learned nothing of his whereabouts
up to a late hour last night.

Mr. Gibbons was a graduate of George-
town University and a prominent Wash-
ington newspaper man. He embarked on
the JLaconia to go to England as Lon-
don correspondent of the Chicago Trib-
une. He has been on the staff of the
Tribune for some time and was in Mex-
feo a number of months,

The Washington Lureau of the Tribune
made anxious Inquiry about Mr. Gibbons
lalstn night, but was unable to learn any-

g

SIX MEN STILL MISSING.

Boise Idaho, Feb. 2%.—Nine bodies had
been recovered and six men were being
sought by rescuers, today In the ruins of
the compressor house, warehouse and
bunk.lwau of the North Star Mine, near
Halley, Idaho, smashed by an avalanche,
which swept down upon them
mountain side above. Fifteen men are
suffering from Injuries.

Bearch for the missing men, abandoned
last night because of the imminent danger
of another slide from the opposite side

of the canyon, was gingerly resumed this

morning. The rescuers

- T

s along the lower East River to
prevent the 300 butchers from returning
to work.

Te Urge Rellerf,

The Women's Anti-High-Price League
eppointed a committee to see the board
of aldermen tomorrow, to urge that alder-
manic delegations be sent to Washington
and Albany for relief measures. Alder-
man Curran, it was stated, will intro-
duce the resolution.

The league refused to treat with the

CONTINTED ON PAGE THREE.

THAW'S MOTHER SAYS
HE'S “IRRESPONSIBLE”

Starts Insanity Proceeding for Son in
Philadelphia Court.

{By the Intermational News Serviee.)

Martin in Commgnm Pleas Court, No. 5, to
determine the of Harry K. Thaw.

The petition was filed by former Judge
Jay Gordon, on behalf of Mrs, Mary
Copley Thaw. Ellls Ames Ballard was
abpointed commissioner. He will sit with
a sherifi’s jury of silx men. to be chosen
later, to pass om Thaw's mental state,
The petition {s returnable the first Mon-
day In April. At the time the application
was made, Mrs. Thaw Ilssued the follow-
ing statement:

“I am unable to resist the facts that
demonstrate my son's Insanity. While
the truth shocks me. it also plainly points

lived with him at the hospital, where he
was taken because of his self-inflicted
wounds, and now | know as I never knew

man whom the law must guard.
fore, to the courts of my State—of his

protect her son from his infirmities, With

discussion of the affairs of me and mine."

GOTHAM TRADE BODY
SUPPORTS PRESIDEN

(By the Intermational News Service.)

New York, Feb. 26—The New York
Chamber of Commerce today voiced Its
unanimous approval of universal military
training and pledged the President ils
full support in the pending International
crisis.

recommendation that American
! chantmen ships be at once armed and
| manned for defense and a declaration of
| belief that any attack upon them be re-
Fgarded as a cause for war.

I
The flat conviction was expressed {hat:;

“We are on the verge of war &ith a
great military power, yel we are prac-
! tically defenseless.”

Preparedness upon a broad, comrrehen-
sive scale was advocated. A further res-
olution plpdged the chamber to the prin-
|elnl¢- of restricted profits In war suppiies
should conflict come.

'BALTIMORE TO SELL
| SUPPLIES TO POOR

BalUmore, Md.. Feb. % —Twentyv-odd
five-ton and seven-ton trucks of the city
departments will be sent out into the
contiguous countiea today or tomorrow to
guther farm products in Baltimore's move
to help amash the corners In foodstuftls.

This move was decided upon by the
board of estimates at a meeting held at
Mayor Preston's home when tentative

another session to whip its plans into
shape.

ir

IS THAT
ROOM RENTED?

—It should be—the demand i=
great.

The Washington Herald
—will find desirable roomers

- quickly. The cost is little,

until police arrived. Food markets were|

the path of duty. For six weeks I have |

before that my son is an irresponsibie
There- |

State—I have applied to help a mother

this statement 1 should llka to close all|

Approves Universal Military Training |
and Would Arm U. S. Ships. :

Embodied in the actlon taken was &
mers;

plans were drafted for cutting in under |
{the gxorbitant and in some Instances ex- |
tortionate prices. The board will hold

Here’s What Wilson Thinks
About Our War Situation

-

need lead to war.

with defensive arms, should that

surance against present war risks.
No doubt 1 already possess that
of law.

fact, because so many of our ships

are concerned.
.The case of the Lyman M. Law

German government has used it

shall know how to maintain,
American precedent.

I am not now proposing or contemplating war or any steps that.

War can only come by the willful acts and aggressions of others.

I must ask for your supporting authority in the most genmeral terms.

We must defend our commerce and the lives of our people with
discretion, but with clear and steadfast purpose.

I request that you will authorize me to supply our merchant ships

means of using them and to employ any other. instrumentalities, or
methods, that may be necessary and adequate to protect our ships
and our people in their legitimate and peaceful pursuits on the seas.

I request also a sufficicnt credit to enable me to provide adequate
means of protection. where they are lacking, including adequate jn-

which deserves grave condemnation,
cumstances which might not have been expected at any time in con-
nection with the use of the submarine against merchantmen as the

becqme necessary, and with the

I feel that 1 ought to obtain from you full and immediate assur-
ance of the authority which I may need at any moment to exercise.

| [ ]

autherity without special warrant

Our own commerce is suffering rather in apprehension than in

are timidly keeping to home ports,

rather than because American ships have been sunk.
This in itself might presently accomplish, in effect, what the new
German submarine orders were meant to accomplish, so far as we

disclosed a ruthlessness of method

but was accompanied by no cir-

|

There may be no reconrse but to armed necutrality, which we
and

for which there is abundant

&
-+

—

WILSON SCORED

Social Ban on lé;i_Discoverer{
Disgrace, Says Mann.

Minority Leader Mann yesterday nni
the first expression in Congress of the|
indignation felt by the Republicans over
the action of President Wiison in refus-
ing to invite to the recent T

tive Wood, of Indiana, author of the [l-l

| mous “leak’ investigation rmlution.F

|Represenlat|\'e Wood was refused an in-

'of the White House family or member
| of the Cabinet shared In Lhe alleged prof-|
| its resulting from a leak to the stock
| market of the sending of the peace note. |
! Mann expressed his views on the sub-,
jeet during discussion of an item of 80,
| 000 for extraordinary repairs to the White |
| House, contained in the sundry civil bill. |
| “While the President pays some of the
| expenses of the upkeep of the White,
| House,” he said, “Congress pays most,
!and an invitation to ® reception at the
| White House is an official invitation.™ |
|  Representative Fitzgerald Insisted that
invitatlons to the White House affairs
were not official.
*“Then, why do we
 countered Mann.

RESCUED BY GERMAN
OFFIGER HE STRUCK

pay for them™

{Ship Captain Knocked Down Lieulen-%
ant Who Later Saved His Life. |

lﬂwﬂul to The Washington Herald.
| New York. Feb, Z7.—(apt. John Thomp-
Iate master of the steamship Raw-

son, -
:mn. ia the only British skipper thus far
| known who has survived the peril of

| knocking down one of the kaiser's offi-
cera.

He is leaving New York. !
The captain salled out of Liverpool on;
1914 on the Hizhland Hope!
hound for the River Plate, They were
50 miles north of the Island of San,
! Roque on September 14, when First Ofi-}
| eer Lloyd woke Capt. Thompson at 2 a.|
'm. &nd sald there was a ruspicious ship|
a mile off. At dawn she fired a shot and |
stopped the Highland Hope.  Lieut.
Schroeder of the Imperial German navy, |
wame over the side followed by 14 men.
“Haul down that British flag!'" he com-
manded, shoving Capt. Thompson. The!
cgkipper stepped in with a stralght right
drive that caught the lieutenant underi
the chin and dropped him flat on the!
deck.
The Germans put the captain on bread |
and water in the briz. After ten days of |
solitnry confinement Copt. Thomreon was
tricd by u court of afficers, found puilty
of striking one o»f His Imperial Majesiy's
officers and sentenced to death. After
much argument Liceut. Schroeder, =till:
wearing a lump on his jaw, perzusded
they to grare the skirper's life,

'EX-TRAFFIC MANAGER
' WORKED AS 'BUS BOY

i New York, Feb. 2 —Detectives toda)
are returning to New York with Robertu
Carter, former traffic mancger for the
. Midvaie Sleel Company. who disappear-
'ed a month ago, He is charged with tak-
ting $42,009 of the firm's money. Detectiver
| found Carter working in an Albany res-
taurant as 'bus boy for 33 n week.
Carter also will face a bigamy charge,
| according to the police. In the investi-
gation into his affairs followin: his dis-
appearance, they claim to have found
that the steel man maintained two homes
| here and was married to two women :
Y i
| WARNED FROM WIRELESS, |
, Bayville, L. L, Feb. 2.—The public was |
iwarned today to stay away from i
| grounds surrounding the government wire-

' Beptamber ¥,

i

i less station here.
| The finding of Lwo men prowiing abegt '
{the premises ecarly Sundar mornllt-‘
prompted the admonition, The pair &i-

most met death at the hands of marine |

guards who patrol the grounds

, side countries for

Liridges dully,

FEAR “OVERT” ACT

Officials Tensely At Fur-
ther News About Laconia.

The sinking of the giant Cunarder La- |
conia, with at least seven American citi- |
sens aboard, filled official Washington |
with visions of an “overt aci” in the puh- i
marine zone, vesterday, just as President

Congress,
Early official reports on the sinking of |
the Laconia were meager, but they serveqg

Philadelphia, Pa., Feb. %.—Lunacy pro- | vitation, it is sald. because the resolution | 0 rouse grave concern at the State De- |
ceedings were begun today before Judn! intimated by question that some member partment. Consul Frost, at Queenstown,

after making an early report that the
liner had gone down, was ordered
make an | diate and ¢ plete investi-
Bation. As fast as the official reports ar-
rived they were forwarded to President
Wilson at the White House.

Consul Frost's first report read

“Cunarder Laconia torpedoed and sunk
at 1.3, the 3Bth, 3 miles west of Fast-
net. Detalls not yet known. Two hun-
dred seventy-eight survivors will land
here today. lime uncertaln. Known that

to

. 2ome missing, and one dead "™

Later this evening. Consui Frost re-'
ported that survivors from the Laconia '
wotld reacrh Queenstown at 10:3 o'clock !
tonight, and that details of the sinking
might be secured from survivors landed
at Bamtry, Ireland, The State Depart-
ment =aid a complete report from Frost
was expected by this morning.

Administration officlals did not conceal
their anxiety.

DESTROYERS BATTLE
IN ENGLISH CHANNEL

s [
London Admits Action in Announcing |
Shelling of Two Towns.

(By the Intermational News Serviee.) |

Londca, Feb, 2% —The Knulish ports of |
Margarte and Broadsiairs were shelled
by a German destrover with the loss of
two lives, it was announced in the House
of Comamens by Sir Edward Carson, first
lord of the admiralty today

A woman and a child were killed and
two children were wounded

Announcement was also made later that
part of the German destroyer fleet came
from the Kicl Canal and gave battle to
Hritieh destroyers in the channel. The
amount of damage is unknown

It i=s supposed that pert of thi= Ger-
man squadron bombarded the RBritizh
ports of Margarte and Broadstairs

200 JAPS WILL MAKE
MUNITIONS FOR MEXICO

Republic Soon to Manufacture Own
Small Arms and Clrtﬁdges.

Mexico Cily, Feb., ™ —Within Ia few
vweeks Mexl o will be Independent of out-
her supply of small
arms and ammunition. It wae stated to-
day that the machinery landed at Man-

;x.um'lln. on the west coast. from the dap-
jnnese stenmshiy

RKatahlra Maru, will be |
et up mt once. It will be in charge or
0 gkilled ammunitlion workeras from Ja-
putl, whn came over with the arms-maks
ing machinery,

The plant, when In operation, will have
an output of from 700,000 to 1,000,000 car-
it is stated. The mission
for the purchase of war supply machinery
in Mexico was carried out by Ma). Jose
Carplo, through the offices of the Janan-
ese war ministry.

‘BRITISH TAKE KUT.

Loundon, Feb. 2. —Official announcement
was made in the house of commons today
that the British army in Mesopotamia has
raptured Kut-El-Amara from the Turks

| Berl'n (via E:Iy\'ill:-whtlcttl. Feb, %—'

|§ Fire-Autamobiie-Lisbility -Burgiary.
| RALPH W. LEE

In the recent battles around Kut-El-
Amara, in Megopotamia, the British lost
more than 30,600 men, says a Constasti-
ugple dispaich to the Overseas News
Ageocy

DEMOCRATS CALL
HASTY MEETING
TO MAKE PLANS

Representative Flood Intro-
duces Bill Giving President
Authority Requested.

PREDICT EXTRA SESSION

Republicans Strongly Opposed to Giv-
ing Executive Free Rein in
Emergency.

A sadly divided and bewildered
Congress last night halted all ac-
ton on President Wilson's demand
for blanket authority to protect
American life and property on the
high seas, in his discretion.

Hastily called conferences of Dem-
ocratic leaders in the House and
Senate, m which Secretary of the
Treasury McAdoo and Postmaster
General Burleson participated, post-
poned all effort at action until to-
day, after reviewing the tangled
legislative situation and finding vig-
yrous Republican opposition to the
President’s demand.

Meetings of the House Foreign Af-
fairs and the Senate Foreign Rela-
tions committees, called for last might
to take up the President’s proposals,
were put off until today.

FLOOD RESOLUTION.

The only progress made toward
getting the President’s demand into
law was tlu&immdncmj of a bill
by Chairman Flood of the House
Foreign Affairs Committee. The in-

reception at the White House Representa. | Wilson took the international situation to troduction of the bill at once crys-

tallized a strong Republican opposi-
tion to the measure. -

The Republican view that Cone
gress should remain in Washington
to keep watch on the intermational
situation was made clear in a resolu-
tion framed by Representalive Fess,
of Ohio. This would call
the next Congress in extraordimary
session carly in April, under the con-
stitutional provision authorizing Cean-
gress to fix the date of its meeting.
Leaders last night declared that if the
Republicans persisted in this attitude
they could easily force an extra ses-
sion by bLlocking the imperative leg-
islation now tangled up before Con-
gress.

LEADERS APPREHENSIVE.

In the Senate the possibility of a

mecasure

| successful filibuster made administra-
| tion leaders apprechensive. There was

a decided sentiment last night to jam

{the Flood bill through the ¥House

with the full administration force be-
hind it, and then let the Senate Re-
publicans accept the responsibility
for blocking it by a filibuster if they
choose. The Republican objextions

| to the admimistration demand for an-
| thority were:

That 1t authorizes the arming of mer-
chantmen “when it becomes necessary,™
Ieavine the necessity to be decided by the
Fresident

That it would authorize the President
use  “other Instg 3 and
methods™ In his dis retion. |
Thege provisions, they declared, were
100 broad. They asserted that mo one
could tell what the President might or
might not do under them, and that the
language gave Presidemt Wilson all of
the power which Congress itself shoaM
exercise. One group of objcctor s declared
that they wanted some assurance that
the power nwould be used If it was given.
Memoranduem Submitted.
The Filood resoluilon was followed
fozelv Ly, n memorandum submitied te
the Cungress leaders by the President,
nd usd the Iangusze emplored In the
“resident’s pdd eses 1o Congress in oute
lining the autheriiy 1o be granted. It

read
“*That the Peeslient of the United States
be and he authoyrizsed and em-
ponerwd to sanply _nerchant ships, the
properly of otizens of the United States,
and bearing Ameriean registry, with de-
fensive arms, shonld it in his judgment
Lecome necessary for him to do so, and
also with the necessary ammunition and
means of making use of them in defense
against any uniawlul attack: and that he
I and is hereby empowered and authore
ized to us: such other Instrumentalities
and methods as may in his judgment and
discretion seem neceasary and adequate
to protect such ships and the citisens of
the United States In their lawful and
peaceful pursuits on the high seas
£1 00,000,000 Suggested,

“The sum of $190.000,000 is hereby approe
priated out of any meney in the Treasury
not olbherwise appropriated to be ex-
pended by the President of the United
Btates for the purpose herein stated, the
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